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Unit 9 World Religions & Celebrations: Lesson Plans 

Lesson 1: Notes Day 

1.  Students will write Unit 9 Notes in Journal. 

2. Students will make flash cards for Unit 9.  

Lesson 2: Sustaining Institutions  

TEKS: 6.16C 

Goal: Students will learn how institutions sustain themselves over time. 

1. Student will complete Map Exercise. 

2. Student will complete Bell Ringer #1. 

3. Teacher will present information through PPT. 

4. Students will complete exit ticket. 

Lesson 3: Religions  

TEKS  6.19A 

Goal: Students will explain the relationship between religious and philosophical ideas and culture. 

1. Student will complete Bell Ringer #3. 

2. Teacher will present Religion PPT 

3. Students will complete Journal Activity.  

(Students will color the map to present where each religion is dominant. Present each type of religion and then allow students to com-
plete the Journal Activity on each religion, before moving on to the next religion.) 

4. Students will complete an Exit Ticket. 

(If your school would let you, if would be great to bring in local experts on each religion to teach about the facts of their religion.      
Approve this through your administration for guidelines.) 

Lesson 4: Cultural Celebrations  

TEKS 6.19B 

Goal: Students will explain the significance of cultural celebrations. 

1. Students will complete Map Exercise. 

2. Students will complete Bell Ringer. #4. 

3. Students will take an institution card. 

4. Teacher will present the Celebration PPT. 

5. Students will complete Journal Activity: Cultural Celebrations Chart and Exit Ticket 

Student Project Instructions will be given out.  

Lesson 5: Cultural Celebrations  

TEKS 6.18C, 6.18D, 6.19A, 6.19B 

Goal: Students will explain the relationships religious celebrations and culture. 

1. Student will complete Bell Ringer #5. 

2. Students will complete research to learn about cultural celebrations from around the world and 

 prepare to present. 

Lesson 6: Cultural Celebrations Presentation 

TEKS 6.18C, 6.18D, 6.19A, 6.19B  

1. Students will complete Map Quiz. 

1. Students will present projects to class. 



Unit 9: World Religions and Celebration Notes 

 

1. Religion is one of the traits of cultural identity. 

2. Monotheism is the belief in one god. 

3. Polytheism is the belief in more than one god. 

4. There are many kinds of religions, but there are five main types. 

Judaism-Believes in Jehovah that by following God’s law and doing good 

deeds that will find eternal life and peace. 

Christianity-Believes in God and that faith in Jesus Christ who died for 

man’s sins and through God’s grace believers can receive eternal life 

in heaven. 

Islam – Believes in Allah and that by following five pillars of faith-belief, 

prayer, charity, fasting, and pilgrimage to Mecca-believers go to    

eternal paradise. 

Hinduism-Believes in Brahman and that a quest for enlightenment. Birth, 

death, and rebirth until one reaches state of perfect knowledge. 

Buddhism-Believes in Buddha and that believers seek to escape cycle of 

rebirth and achieve state of happiness. 

Religious Holidays and Observances 

5. Christmas-Annual festival celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. 

6. Easter-Festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus from the 

dead. 

7. Ramadan-Month of fasting to commemorate the first                                 

revelation of the Quran to Muhammad. 

8. The Annual Hajj-Annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca. 
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9. Yom Kippur-Day of Atonement (holiest day of the year) 

 10. Rosh Hashanah-Beginning of the year in the Jewish new year 

11. Diwali-Hindu festival of lights celebrated every year in the autumn 

12. Vaisakhi-Religious festival celebrated in April marking the foundation of the 

Khalsa Panth 

13. Chinese New Year-Spring Festival celebrated at the turn of the traditional lu-

nisolar Chinese calendar 

 

Vocabulary: 

Religion-belief in a superhuman controlling power 

Festival-period of celebration 

Pilgrimage-journey to sacred location 

Monotheism-belief in one god 

Polytheism-belief in more than one god 

Theocracy-government that is ruled by a religious leader 

 



Bell Ringer #1 

How do institutions 

stand the test of 

time? 

Institutions stands the 

test of time because 

they attract new 

members. They also 

pass traditions along to 

their children. 



Exit Ticket #1 

1. Name the five major institutions of most cultures. 

__________________ __________________ ________________ 

__________________ __________________ 

 

2. Name one way a culture can sustain itself. 

 

 

 

Bonus: What could hurt a cultures ability to be sustained for many years? 



Exit Ticket #1-TE 

1. Name the five major institutions of most cultures. 

Family Education  Religion  Economy  Government  

2. Name one way a culture can sustain itself. 

Student answers may vary, but something like… 

Taught and passed down from generation to generation 

Common architecture, art, traditions, and literature 

Importance of religious teachings and traditions passed down from one generation to 

another 

 

 

Bonus: What could hurt a cultures ability to be sustained for many years? 

War  

Government take over 

Famine that causes people to move 

Culture not seen as important and traditions not carried on my younger generations 



Bell Ringer #2 

Answer these 2 questions: 

What is religion? 

Write down as many religious 

holidays that you can think of. 

Define  religion (belief in a super-

human controlling power.  

 

Allow students to brainstorm       

religious holidays.  





Christianity Storyboard 

Students will create a story based on 

Christianity. It can either be on the princi-

pals of Christianity or it could be about 

the celebrations  of the religion. It could 

also be based on what a Christian’s life 

would like. 

Students answers will be different 

but should contain facts presented 

in lesson. 

I 

S 

L 

A 
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Draw a symbol from Judaism and write a sentence about why that symbol matters. 

Write a ten word summary to tell    
someone about Hinduism.  

Write three sentences describing  

Buddhism. 

Students answer will vary but example 

might a menorah because the seven 

candles and holder represents the       

Jewish people being a light of the world. 

Student answers may vary 

but should include items 

like rebirth, happiness, and 

Buddha.  

Students will vary but 

should be based on     

information learned in 

class and on notes. 



Exit Ticket #2 

1. Which three religions practice monotheism? 

 

 

 

 

2. Which religion isn’t based on God? 

 

 

 

 

3. Which religion is based on polytheism? 

 

 

 

4. What is largest practiced religion in the world? 



Exit Ticket #2-TE 

1. Which three religions practice monotheism? 

 

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam 

 

 

2. Which religion isn’t based on God? 

 

Buddhism 

 

 

3. Which religion is based on polytheism? 

 

Hinduism 

 

4. What is largest practiced religion in the world? 

 

Christianity 



Bell Ringer #3 

What is reason that we   

celebrate Valentine’s Day 

or St. Patrick’s Day? 

Use this at teaching moment that sometimes we celebrate things 

and really don’t even know how the celebration first started.  The of 

history is included after this page. 



Bell Ringer #3 

 
Valentine’s Day, also called St. Valentine’s Day, holiday (February 14) when lovers express their af-

fection with greetings and gifts. The holiday has origins in the Roman festival of Lupercalia, held in 

mid-February. The festival, which celebrated the coming of spring, included fertility rites and the 

pairing off of women with men by lottery. At the end of the 5th century, Pope Gelasius I replaced 

Lupercalia with St. Valentine’s Day. It came to be celebrated as a day of romance from about the 

14th century. 

Although there were several Christian martyrs named Valentine, the day may have taken its name 

from a priest who was martyred about 270 CE by the emperor Claudius II Gothicus. According 

to legend, the priest signed a letter “from your Valentine” to his jailer’s daughter, whom he had be-

friended and, by some accounts, healed from blindness. Other accounts hold that it was St. Valentine 

of Terni, a bishop, for whom the holiday was named, though it is possible the two saintswere actual-

ly one person. Another common legend states that St. Valentine defied the emperor’s orders and se-

cretly married couples to spare the husbands from war. It is for this reason that his feast day is as-

sociated with love. 

Formal messages, or valentines, appeared in the 1500s, and by the late 1700s commercially printed 

cards were being used. The first commercial valentines in the United States were printed in the mid-

1800s. Valentines commonly depict Cupid, the Roman god of love, along with hearts, traditionally the 

seat of emotion. Because it was thought that the avian mating season begins in mid-

February, birdsalso became a symbol of the day. Traditional gifts include candy and flowers, particu-

larly red roses, a symbol of beauty and love. 

The day is popular in the United States as well as in Britain, Canada, and Australia, and it is also cel-

ebrated in other countries, including Argentina, France, Mexico, and South Korea. In the Philippines, 

it is the most common wedding anniversary, and mass weddings of hundreds of couples are not un-

common on that date. The holiday has expanded to expressions of affection among relatives and 

friends. Many schoolchildren exchange valentines with one another on this day. 

Information from: 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/holiday
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lupercalia
https://www.britannica.com/science/spring-season
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Gelasius-I
https://www.britannica.com/topic/martyr
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/martyred
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Claudius-II-Gothicus
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legend
https://www.britannica.com/place/Terni-Italy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bishop-Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/saint
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Valentine
https://www.britannica.com/topic/valentine-greeting-card
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Cupid
https://www.britannica.com/animal/bird-animal
https://www.britannica.com/topic/candy-food
https://www.britannica.com/plant/rose-plant
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-Kingdom
https://www.britannica.com/place/Canada
https://www.britannica.com/place/Australia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Argentina
https://www.britannica.com/place/France
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/South-Korea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Philippines


Bell Ringer #3 

 
The Origins of St. Patrick's Day 

 

Saint Patrick’s Day, feast day (March 17) of St. Pat-

rick, patron saint of Ireland. Born in Ro-

man Britainin the late 4th century, he was kid-

napped at the age of 16 and taken to Ireland as a 

slave. He escaped but returned about 432 to convert 

the Irish to Christianity. By the time of his death on 

March 17, 461, he had established monasteries, 

churches, and schools. Many legends grew up around 

him—for example, that he drove the snakes out of 

Ireland and used the shamrock to explain the Trinity. 

Ireland came to celebrate his day with religious ser-

vices and feasts.  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Patrick
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Patrick
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ireland
https://www.britannica.com/place/Great-Britain-island-Europe
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/legends
https://www.britannica.com/plant/shamrock
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Trinity-Christianity


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Christmas 

Easter 

Ramadan 
Chinese New Year 

Yom Kippur 

Rosh Hashanah 
Diwali 

Vaisakha  

Students will write down a fact 

that learned about the        

celebration that they would 

like to take part in and make 

a part of their “culture.” 



Exit Ticket #3 

1. What do Christmas and Easter have in common? 

 

They are both about Jesus. 

 

 

2. Name two celebrations that celebrate the New Year? 

 

Chinese New Year and Rosh Hashanah 

 

 

3. Explain which celebration is your favorite and why. 

 

Student answers will vary. 



Bell Ringer #4 

What similarities 

and differences can 

you think of between 

different religious 

groups? 
This is just to gauge      

student knowledge. 



Write a letter to your Cousin Sheldon. You will describe a        

celebration you took part in. Make sure you use three vocabulary 

terms and underline the words. Use your new knowledge about 

religions and celebrations that you have learned. 

Dear Sheldon, 

Best regards, 

Look for answers that include facts 

about the religion and details of the    

celebration. Terms from notes should be 

used in writing. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 



Bell Ringer #5 

Name a cultural celebration 

is also a religious        

celebration. 

Student answers will vary but answers like Christmas, Hanukkah, 

and Eid. 



Unit 9 World Celebrations Project Teacher Notes 

You may decide to let the students work individually or in groups. 

 

You may allow the students to pick their own celebration or you may pick 

them. Unless the student has special needs or is an EL students, I would 

ask the student(s) to pick a celebration that takes place outside of the Unit-

ed States. I would also try to have each student present a different cele-

bration. 

 

Research can be conducted online or in the library.  

 

Depending on your school’s policy, I would suggest offering extra credit 

for things like dressing in clothing specific to the celebration, brining in 

cultural dishes, playing music from the celebration. You may even consid-

er if the student finds a speaker (that must be pre-approved by you in) to 

talk to the class. 

 

It is usually best to send the rubric out with both the students and par-

ents beforehand. The time frame you pick for the project is totally up to 

the best needs for your students and class. 

 

Have fun!! 



Unit 9 World Celebrations Project 

Objective: 

Your objective is to teach the class about a celebration. You will select a celebration, conduct research,      

develop a project, and present to class.  

 

Task: 

___1. Select celebration that is held somewhere in the world.  

___2. Teacher must approve your celebration and initial here _______ 

___3. Conduct Research  

___4. Write script of presentation. 

___5.  Get approval of script from teacher. 

___6. Create presentation 

___7. Present to class 

 

Presentation must included the following information: 

Name of celebration 

Where is the celebration held? 

When is the celebration ? 

How was it started? 

Who celebrates this? 

How long does the celebration last? 

What is the history of the celebration? 

Are gifts exchanged? 

What foods are served at this celebration? 

What traditions are associated with this celebration? 

What culture celebrates this event? 

Map of where celebration is held. 

Visuals of this celebration. 



Unit 9 World Celebrations Rubric 

 

Name of Student: __________________________________ 

Name of Celebration:  ______________________________ 

Presentation included the following information (five points for each): 

_____Name of celebration 

_____Where is the celebration held? 

_____When is the celebration ? 

_____How was it started? 

_____Who celebrates this? 

_____How long does the celebration last? 

____What is the history of the celebration? 

____Are gifts exchanged? 

____What foods are served at this celebration? 

____What traditions are associated with this celebration? 

____What culture celebrates this event? 

____Map of where celebration is held. 

____Make sure you have visuals of this celebration. 

 

____ Presentation clear and understandable (+15) 

____Creative presentation (+20) 

 

_____ Total Points 

 

Extra Points: 

 

 

Grand Total: __________ 


